
  

Mission Directory 
First United Methodist Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Sharing the Love of Christ with Joy 
in Our Community and Around the World.” 

 

 
 

72 Lake Morton Drive 
Lakeland, FL 33801 

863-686-3163 www.firstumc.org 
Revised September 1, 2010 



2 

Table of Contents 
 

Ministry Page 
Introduction ................................................................................ 4 
A Woman’s Choice .................................................................... 5 
Anchor House Missions ............................................................. 6 
Bethlehem Bible College ........................................................... 7 
Bulgaria—Connecting Congregations ....................................... 8 
Celebrate Jesus ......................................................................... 9 
Children’s Clothes Closet (FUMC) ........................................... 10 
Connectional Giving ................................................................. 11 
Community Partners, Inc. (COPA), Connie DiLeo  .................. 12 
Counseling Ministry (FUMC) .................................................... 13 
CROP Walk for Hunger............................................................ 14 
Cuba Missions ......................................................................... 15 
East Angola / Florida Partnership ............................................ 16 
Fellowship Fund (FUMC) ......................................................... 17 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes ............................................... 18 
First Sunday Food Drive (FUMC) ............................................ 19 
First Team (FUMC) .................................................................. 20 
Florida Annual Conference Offering ........................................ 21 
Florida Blood Services ............................................................. 22 
Florida United Methodist Children’s Home .............................. 23 
Global Food Crisis Fund .......................................................... 24 
Global Health Action ................................................................ 25 
Grace Children’s Hospital ........................................................ 26 
Rev. Delbert and Sandy Groves, Missionaries ........................ 27 
Habitat for Humanity ................................................................ 28 
Handy Hands Ministry and Tuesday Tigers (FUMC) ............... 29 
Heartland for Children .............................................................. 30 
Holy Trinity United Methodist Church (RUSSIA) ..................... 31 
Honduras Mission Trip ............................................................. 32 
H.O.N.O.R—Projects by FUMC First Team. ........................... 33 
Jim Russo Prison Ministry ....................................................... 34 
Kairos Prison Ministry .............................................................. 35 
Kenya: Beacon of Hope Ministry ............................................. 36 
Lakeland Regional Medical Center Volunteer Services .......... 37 
Lakeland Volunteers in Medicine (LVIM) ................................. 38 
Lighthouse Ministries ............................................................... 39 
Mary A. Knotts Girls’ Hostel ..................................................... 40 
Mississippi Disaster Recovery ................................................. 41 
Neighborhood Ministries (FUMC) ............................................ 42 
Noah’s Ark of Central Florida ................................................... 43 
One Great Hour of Sharing ...................................................... 44 
Our Giving Tree Bookstore and Gift Shop ............................... 45 



3 

Table of Contents (Continued) 
Ministry Page 
 
Paint Your Heart Out Lakeland ................................................ 46 
P.E.A.C.E.  ............................................................................... 47 
Prayers and Squares (FUMC) ................................................. 48 
ReCreation Experiences   ........................................................ 49 
Red Bird Mission ...................................................................... 50 
Salvation Army ......................................................................... 51 
Society of St. Andrew............................................................... 52 
South-East Asian Relief ........................................................... 53 
Stephen Ministry (FUMC) ........................................................ 54 
Sunrise Community of Polk County ......................................... 55 
Talbot House Ministries of Lakeland ........................................ 56 
Toys for Tots ............................................................................ 57 
UMCOR ................................................................................... 58 
UMVIM ..................................................................................... 59 
United Methodist Women (FUMC) ........................................... 60 
Volunteers in Service to the Elderly ......................................... 61 
Wahneta Hispanic Methodist Mission ...................................... 62 
ZOE Ministry ............................................................................ 63  
First United Methodist Church Small Groups  
 Support These Missions  .......................................................... 64 
First United Methodist Church 2009 Budget Allocations ............. 65 
Categorical Index ..................................................................... 66 
What It Means to Be A Liaison ................................................ 68 
Index ........................................................................................ 70 



4 

Introduction 
 
The Mission Directory of First United Methodist Church of Lakeland 
celebrates the amazing number of lives that are made better because 
of this great congregation.  
  
In these pages you will find the ways our congregation reaches out to 
our community and the world.  Some missions are supported 
financially through our budget.  Our Outreach Funding Committee, 
chaired by Lee Farnsworth, makes a determination each year 
regarding the support of these ministries.  Others are financially 
supported through special fund raisers. 
  
Some missions are only supported by volunteer service.  You will find 
ways that YOU can spread the love of Christ through these 
ministries.  Our call is to go beyond our square block and serve others 
in the name of Jesus!  If you wish to find out about serving in one of 
these missions, you may contact them directly, through the church 
liaisons, or call the Office of Lay Ministries in our church office and 
speak with Rev. Carol Marsh, 686-3163, ext. 233, or 
email: cmarsh@firstumc.org. 

  
Guide to Using this Booklet 

 
At the bottom of each page, an icon will indicate if the mission is 
supported financially,        or with volunteers already in service 
             or both  

 
“ Church Liaison : Open”           What does that mean?   
 
If you see that the Church Liaison position is open, it indicates our 
church has a need for a volunteer to advocate for this agency on a 
continual basis.  If your passion or interest meets with this mission, 
you can be a liaison!  For more information on being a Church Liaison, 
turn to page 73.   
 
  
Mission and Social Justice Chairperson - Alice Ray Overstreet 
Community Ministries - Clair Klingberg Sibila  
Mission Trips Co-Chairpersons - Jo Ann and Dale Maslyn 
Outreach Funding Chairperson - Lee Farnsworth 
Minister of Discipleship - Rev. Carol Marsh 
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A Woman's Choice 
A Life Affirming Program for Women 

1234 East Lime Street 
Lakeland, FL 33801 

www.awomanschoice1.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :  Agency Liaison:   
Open Rebecca Klein 
 Tel:  863-683-2341 
 Email:  
 rklein@awomanschoice1.org 
 
 
A Woman's Choice is a pregnancy resource center offering pregnancy 
tests, ultrasounds and counseling. All of our services are free and con-
fidential. Post-abortion classes/support and relationship training are 
also available. We offer information and testing for sexually transmit-
ted diseases (STDs) and sexually transmitted infections (STIs). We 
also have material aid available. Referrals are given for housing, 
medical and educational assistance. 
 
Service Opportunities :  Client Advocates, Receptionist/Clerical Help, 
Event Planning, Sorting/organizing clothing donations. 
 
Prayer Need :  Pray for wisdom for clients who face tough decisions.  
Pray that God will send client advocates with the gift of compassion.  
Pray for financial support to provide a clinic. 
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Anchor House Ministries  
P.O. Box 625 

Auburndale, FL 33823 
www.anchor-house.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :   
Warren and Nancy Carr 
Tel:  863-858-2329 
 
Agency Liaison :  
��������	
���
	��
�  
Tel:  863-860-5200 
Email:  staplesmjs�	������  
 
�
Anchor House is a Christian Ministry that provides full-time care to 
young men ages 10 to 17 years old. Through on-site schooling, indi-
vidual counseling, life skills training, and practical experience, the An-
chor House endeavors to enable young men to manage their own be-
havior, make sound life choices, and make problem solving decisions 
in preparation for independence and self-sufficiency, or 
reunion with their families.  
 
Over the last 30 years, thousands of young men have passed through 
the doors of Anchor House, many of whom have gone on to lead pro-
ductive, fulfilling lives. 
 
Service opportunities :  Landscaping help and new athletic shoes are 
always needed. 
 
Prayer need :  That the love surrounding these boys will lift them to 
strive to be the person that God has called them to be.  
 
 
“Thank you for all you do.  I would be delighted to come and share at 
one of the classes or in a missions convention or church setting.  The 
Lord is doing some wonderful things here and we are making tremen-
dous strides.  God bless you all.” 
 ���� Michael Staples 
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Administration Building 

Bethlehem Bible College 
P.O. Box 17166 

Jerusalem 91190 ISRAEL 
www.bethbc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :   Agency Liaison : Bishara Awad 
George Overstreet  Tel: 972-2-274-1190 or  
Tel:  863-646-4654  972-2-546-531-575 
Email:  ghoverst@aol.com Email:   bishara@bethbc.org or 
  info@bethbc.org 
 
Bethlehem Bible College seeks to train and prepare Christian servant 
leaders for the churches and society within an Arab context who model 
Christ centeredness, Godly humility, biblical wholeness, creative mercy 
and justice in their jobs and ministries as life long learners.  
 
The college seeks to be a blessing to both Christians and Muslims 
while strengthening the Christian presence in the land.  BBC has di-
verse programs and activities to train leaders and encourage them to 
minister in their own communities. Courses in mass media and tour 
guidance through both a 4-year BA and new MA program help influ-
ence positive development for the Bethlehem community.  The College 
also serves the community via a Public Library and Internet Center, 
Community Center programs and intermittent counseling via the Coun-
seling Center.  
 
Service Opportunities : Mission giving, sponsor a student or teacher; 
send a volunteer. Work teams of 8-12 persons help in various campus 
projects; individual volunteer opportunities are available in BBC offices, 
teaching English and in other campus endeavors. 
 
Prayer Needs :  Pray for peace and protection to carry on the BBC 
ministry in the face of the religious, economic and political pressures 
that challenge us, for the Christian community to be strengthened, and 
for BBC to be a light and witness to all the Christians, Muslims and 
Jews who are our neighbors. 
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Pastor Dimitar Gospodinov, his congregation, and FUMC mission trip 
participants March 2010 at new church site in Trastikovo, Bulgaria. 

Bulgaria — Connecting Congregations 
Trastikovo United Methodist Church  

Trastikovo, Bulgaria 
www.worldmethodist.org/bulgaria.htm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :   Agency Liaison :  
Rev. David McEntire Bishop Bob Fannin 
Tel:  863-686-3163 Tel:  863-647-9630  
Email:  dmcentire@firstumc.org Email:   rfannin2@juno.com 
  
Taking a challenge from Bishop Bob Fannin and World Director of 
Evangelism Dr. Eddie Fox, our church raised $60,000 to build a 
church in a community of Bulgaria that had no church.  In March of 
2010, 18 persons from our congregation, including Bishop Fannin, 
went over for the dedication of the church that was built with our dona-
tion.  Trastikovo United Methodist Church is located on the main street 
that leads to the railroad station.  Our visiting team played with the 
children, had Bible study, worshiped, and got to know the congrega-
tion while there.    
 
The congregation repeated again and again that the new church and 
gifts of ministry were a miracle; the greatest gift that was given was 
hope.  This is the first time in the history of Bulgaria that they have not 
been under the oppressive power of an outside influence.  Our rela-
tionship continues as a connecting congregation with Trastikovo 
United Methodist Church.   
 
Service Opportunities :  Mission teams will be traveling to Bulgaria.  
 
Prayer Needs :   Building churches in Eastern Europe will spark a fire 
of renewal on that continent and around the world.   Pray that our car-
ing for them will send a message of caring and encouragement.  
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Celebrate Jesus 
P.O. Box 3386 

401 S Magnolia Ave  
Orlando, FL  32802-3386 

www.cjmission.org  
 
 

 
 Church Liaison:    
 Open  
  
 Agency Liaison:   
 Martha Gay Duncan 
 Tel:  863-559-0953 
 Email:   marathagay@cjmission.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The hallmark for a Celebrate Jesus Mission is clarity of vision to inten-
tionally move toward full obedience to the Great Commission.  Cele-
brate Jesus is not about building church membership. It is about hav-
ing a heart for the lost and the hopeless and desiring for them to know 
Jesus and it is about recovering connection to our community.  Cele-
brate Jesus coordinates clusters of local congregations to engage in 
relational evangelism by training and deploying local church laity and 
clergy.  It is a very effective tool for reaching neighborhoods with the 
good news of Jesus.   
 
Churches all over Florida are beginning to look beyond the walls of 
their buildings, hearing the cries of neighbors in need and seeing them 
through the compassionate eyes of Jesus.  This movement can in-
clude offering shelter, food, outreach, new youth groups, new worship 
services, houses of prayer, community barbecues, car washes, 
neighborhood “fifth quarter” tailgate parties, Alpha classes, tutoring, 
servant evangelism, acts of kindness and sharing Jesus by exhibiting 
Gods’ love in practical ways. 
 
Service Opportunities :  Volunteers to provide hospitality, walk the 
neighborhood, join a prayer team and help with the block party. 
 
Prayer Needs :  That the Celebrate Jesus evangelism ministries will 
succeed in bringing more unchurched people to Christ.   

���������	�

���
����������������������������������������
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Children's Clothes Closet  
First United Methodist Church 

72 Lake Morton Dr. 
Lakeland, FL 33801 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :  Karen Ruthven  
Tel:  863-607-4851  
Email:  eKaren5@aol.com   
 
The Children’s Clothes Closet provides clothing to "at-risk" children 
aged birth through high school.  Over 1,979 children were served in 
2009.  The children are being served by social workers from such 
agencies as Peace River Center, Gulf Coast Community Center, and 
the Children’s Home Society. 
 
The funding is provided by our congregation and by the FUMC unit of 
the United Methodist Women.  Donations of clothing and other items 
are sorted and prepared by volunteers. 
 
Service Opportunities :  (1) Donate gently worn clothing for children, 
youth and adults.  (2) Volunteers to sort clothing, fill orders Mondays, 
1 - 4 pm and/or Wednesdays, 9:30 am - 12 pm and 1 - 4 pm. 
 
Prayer Needs :  Pray for a larger facility and additional space for stor-
age.  Pray for the clients who are served.   
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CONNECTIONAL GIVING  
www.umcgiving.org/content/AUF/apportionments.asp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison:   Agency Liaison :  
Harriet Mayes  Milton “Mickey” Wilson 
Tel:  863-686-3163  Tel:  863-688-5563 x 113  
Email:  hmayes@firstumc.org Email:  mwilson@flumc.org 
 
Together, through our connected congregations, we United Method-
ists accomplish what no single church, district or annual conference 
ever could hope to do. In this way, each individual, each family, each 
congregation gives a fair share for the church's work. We combine our 
prayers, presence, gifts and service to make a significant difference in 
the lives of God's people…in every place we can…as often as we can. 
 
Prayer Need :   Pray that our congregation would celebrate that our 
gifts are put into capable, caring hands for great work for God in the 
world. 
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Connie DiLeo, Project Director/Chaplain 
Community Partners, Inc.  (COPA) 

Dominican Republic:   Apartado 42, Barahona, DR 
US:   4726 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34234 

www.copausa.org  and www.copa.org.uk 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :   
Jo Ann and Dale Maslyn 
Tel:  863 683-5532 
Email:  joann@maslyn.net 
 
Agency Liaison :  Donald Huggins 
Tel:   941-355-7089 
Email:   1hugger@embarq.mail.com 
 
 
 
 
Community Partners, Inc. (COPA) is a non-profit corporation and an 
Advance Special of the United Methodist Church Board of Global Min-
istries. COPA, meaning "cup" in Spanish, is committed to the educa-
tional, health and spiritual development of the children in the two com-
munities it serves in the Dominican Republic.  COPA sponsors 
schools which transform the lives of children and their families by 
teaching skills that will help them live self-sufficient lives. COPA has 
constructed two schools and two medical clinics, one in La Hoya and 
one in Bombita.  Children attend the COPA schools from preschool 
age to grade 8.  Afterwards, many receive scholarships to a private 
technical school and some even to the university.   
 
The clinics provide first line health care to both villages.  The medical 
hardship fund provides funds for those who cannot afford medicines or 
more advanced treatment.   
 
Service Opportunities :  Monthly child sponsorships of $15 each pro-
vide a child with an education. Join our mission team traveling there in 
2011. 
 
Prayer Needs :  Pray for new volunteers; wisdom and patience in Rev. 
DiLeo’s daily work; and spiritual development of the youth in La Hoya. 

Connie DiLeo,  
Project Director/Chaplain COPA 
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 Counseling Ministry 
First United Methodist Church of Lakeland 

740 Vistabula Street 
Lakeland, FL 33801 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :    Agency Liaison :   
Lynn Page   Kevin Hull 
Tel:   863-646-1018  Tel:   863-644-8241 

Email:    
hullcounseling@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 
The counseling ministry provides counseling services to adults, fami-
lies, children, and teens.  They have a full staff of licensed counselors 
who are certified in treatment areas such as trauma, emotional strug-
gles, and spiritual direction.  Issues such as divorce and remarriage; 
parenting and family problems; as well as many other challenges of 
everyday living can be addressed.  
 
Workshops are also provided throughout the year. The counseling 
services are confidential and delivered in a warm, non-judgmental, 
empathic environment.  
 
Prayer Needs :  (1) Spiritual guidance and wisdom for our counselors; 
(2) Extra funds to help with repair and maintenance of the Epworth 
House; and (3) For God's continued blessing on the many people 
served and helped through our ministry. 
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CROP Hunger Walk 
Church World Service 
28606 Phillips Street 

P.O. Box 968, Elkhart, IN 46515 
www.churchworldservice.org/CROP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaisons :   Agency Liaison :  Amy Killgallon  
Jo and Jack Fickes  Tel:  386-734-3421 or  
Tel:   863-284-2617 Toll-Free: 888-297-2767 
Email:   fickeee@earthlink.net Email:    
 akillgallon@churchworldservice.org 
  
What is a CROP Hunger Walk? 
CROP stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty. Our 
church community walks together to take a stand against hunger in 
our world.  Together with walkers, CROP raises awareness and 
funds for international relief and development, as well as local hunger-
fighting. 
 
Background to the current day: 
After World War II, churches in the mid-west started sending products 
such as corn, wheat, beans, canned goods, clothes, and animals on 
trains.  These were then loaded on ships and sent to Europe.  In 1969 
George Sturgeon asked people to get donations for walking. The pro-
ject then became: The CROP Hunger Walk.  CROP now serves in 80 
countries and provides shelter, food, clean water, education, and 
medicine where needed. Church World Service distributes the funds.   
 
Service Opportunities :  Our CROP Hunger Walk generally takes 
place around Lake Hollingsworth on the last Sunday of February.   
 
Prayer Need :  Pray for the walk in February to be well supported and 
that God will be glorified through the aid given in His name.  
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2008 Cuba Mission Trip to our sister church 
Tabernacle of the Anointed in Camaguey, Cuba 

Interested in sharing the 
love of Christ through 
missions?   If so, then 
Cuba is the place to go! 
You will see Christ in the 
people and places you go.  
It truly is a Christ filled ex-
perience.  

Cuba Missions  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison  
Cheryl Boyd 
Tel:   863-648-1752 
Email:   cherylboyd1@aol.com 
 
There are two types of missions to Cuba:  The first is a relationship 
building experience with our sister church, the surrounding missions, 
and churches in that area. You will get to know the minister, his family, 
some of the church members, and translators. We depend on their 
prayer for us as they do on our prayer for them. This mission builds 
our friendships and love for each other through and with Christ.  
 
The second more restricted mission is called a United Methodist Vol-
unteers in Mission and is considered a re-building/construction mis-
sion to help with churches and their families.  
 
Services Opportunities :  (1) Fund raising projects.  (2) Commit to 
going on a Cuba mission.  (3) Donations made to the Cuba mission 
team through FUMC. 
 
Prayer Needs :  (1) For the Cuban people!  (2) For a successful mis-
sion trip. 
 
Age Requirements :  High school age and over.                                                     
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East Angola / Florida Partnership 
United Methodist Church General Board of Global Ministries 

http://gbgm-umc.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison:   Agency Liaison :   
Open Steve Price 
 Tel:  941-907-7333 
 Email:  sprice@harvest-umc.org  
  
Angola is a large nation situated in Southwest Africa. Its coastline on 
the Atlantic Ocean runs 1,000 miles long.  Civil war (1976- 2001) 
claimed thousands of lives and the destruction of infrastructures all 
over the country. Peace plans and 1992 elections failed to end the 
conflict. About two million Angolans are displaced. Many are facing 
starvation. Refugee houses and properties have been destroyed as 
well as schools, hospitals and churches. 
 
Evangelism, leadership development, HIV/AIDS prevention, agricul-
ture, children’s programs and Christian education are priorities for An-
gola. Long noted for its self-reliance, the United Methodist Church in 
Angola now needs outside help as years of war and suffering contin-
ues.  
 
The General Board of Global Ministries has made emergency grants 
and has sent food and medications. Churches and institutions de-
stroyed during the war also need to be rebuilt. In both annual confer-
ences, there is a severe shortage of the above mentioned facilities. 
Children also need support.  
 
The Florida Annual Conference is in partnership with East Angola mis-
sions and you can follow their progress at www.flumc2.org/
angola_blog.asp. 
 
Prayer Needs :  (1) For new church buildings and parsonages where 
people can be safe. (2) For leadership training. (3) Thanks to God for 
our people in mission: the providers of aid and for those who comfort 
the suffering.  
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Fellowship Fund Ministry 
First United Methodist Church 

72 Lake Morton Dr. 
Lakeland, FL 33801 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :  Lea Ellen DeWitt  
Tel:  863-686-3163 
Email:  ldewitt@firstumc.org 
 
 
This ministry assists people in our church and community who have 
hit a rough time financially by helping them with their electricity bill, 
mortgage or rental payments, prescriptions, bus tickets, gas and 
more.  We have established guidelines and criteria that must be met 
before help is given.  This ministry works in conjunction with United 
Way. 
 
Service Opportunities :  Donate to the Fellowship Fund.  Donations 
are taken anytime and at the altar on communion Sundays. 
 
Prayer Need :  Pray that those who receive our help receive the love 
of Jesus Christ along with the help for their physical needs. 
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Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
PO Box 1971, Lakeland, FL 33802-1971 

www.centralfloridafca.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Church Liaison:    Agency Liaison:   
Chad Holmes Charlie Warren  
Tel:   863-608-1507 Tel:  863-687-4994 
Email:  chad.holmes@polk-fl.net Email:  cwarren@fca.org 
 
 
�� e Fellowship of Christian Athletes, West Central Florida, seeks to 
combine people’s passion for sports with their passion for Christ, and 
teach them to integrate those two worlds. Coaches and athletes are 
leaders of their peer groups and FCA encourages these men and 
women to participate in sports while making a difference for Christ.  
Begun in 1954, FCA is the largest Christian sports organization in 
America. Whether playing, watching, coaching or cheering, most eve-
ryone or a family member is involved in athletics in some way.  Nick 
Dunn says “FCA is the heart and soul in sports” and uses coaches, 
camps, campuses, and community to minister to those on the inside 
so they impact the world for Jesus Christ.�
 
Service Opportunities :  Sports team chaplains, people to cook food 
for the chaplain and team meals, people to help with committees for 
the annual fundraising banquet, 5K run, and family/comedy night, vol-
unteers at camps at Southeastern University the last week of June, 
and football camp at Webber University in Lake Wales in summer. 
 
Prayer Need :  Pray for world wide athletic activities, for activities in 
West Central Florida, for staff, coaches, athletes, teachers, and princi-
pals.  Pray for school staff to look favorably on FCA, for growth of ath-
letes in Christ, and funding. 
 
Age Requirements :  Age 7 for attending camp; weekly activities be-
gin at 4th grade.  No age requirement for volunteers other than that 
they must be older than the group they’re working with.  
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First Sunday Food Drive  
72 Lake Morton Drive 
Lakeland, FL 33801 

www.firstumc.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :  Clair Klingberg Sibila   
Tel:  863-619-5131  
Email:  clairksibila@verizon.net  
 
First Sunday Food Drive allows members of the congregation the op-
portunity to share from our abundance by donating canned goods, non
-perishables, and paper products on the first Sunday of each month. 
Food stuffs are placed in the grocery carts outside the worship areas.  
VISTE distributes them to our neighbors in need throughout our com-
munity.  Standard items always needed are: cereals, dried beans, 
macaroni and cheese, rice, pasta, coffee, tea, sugar, sugar substi-
tutes, Jell-O, pudding, flour, pop tarts, all canned goods - fruit and 
vegetable, all paper products, all cleaning supplies. Take advantage of 
stores’ Buy One Get One Free offers.  Cash donations are always 
welcome and will allow VISTE to purchase food through Second Har-
vest which greatly increases their buying power. 
 
Service Opportunities :  Volunteers are needed to place the carts at 
8 am on first Sundays.   Volunteers are needed to transport food to 
VISTE once a month.  Please bring food/dry goods on the first Sunday 
of each month. 
 
Prayer Need :  Prayers for a successful program of sharing with our 
neighbors in need. 
 
Age Requirements :  No age restrictions. Donations from Sunday 
school classes and youth groups encouraged. 
 
“...give and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, 
into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get 
back.” Luke 6:38 
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First Team 
Rebuilding Lives and Repairing Homes 

First United Methodist Church 
72 Lake Morton Dr. 
Lakeland, FL 33801 

www.firstumc.org/outreach_disasterresponse.asp 
 

  
 Church Liaison :  Audrey Lussier 
 Tel:   863-701-9678 
 Email:  audreylussier@msn.com 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Team is a ministry to help rebuild lives and repair homes.  This 
ongoing ministry provides minor home maintenance assistance to the 
elderly and needy in our community.  In the event of a disaster, the 
team changes gears and sends disciples to meet human needs, and 
provide other services within our skill base and calling.  First Team 
lives and shares the love of Christ to make dwellings safe, sanitary 
and secure.  
  
Service Opportunities :  Volunteers are needed in all skill areas to 
provide various home repairs, yard and home cleaning locally, make 
short day trips, and sometimes go farther away.  During emergencies 
volunteers mobilize to clear debris, provide driveway egress, tempo-
rary roof or other repairs, and onsite emotional and spiritual support. 
They help with food preparation and/or distribution, assist at distribu-
tion centers and respond to emergency operations work requests. 
 
Prayer Needs :  Pray, that in the event our ministry is needed, we can 
be God’s hands and feet in ways that best serve God; and that our 
training will serve us to best help others. 
 
Age Requirements :  18 or over unless supervised one on one with 
an adult. 
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Florida Annual Conference Offering  
P O Box 3767 

Lakeland, FL 33802 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :  Harriet Mayes 
Tel:  863-686-3163 
Email:  hmayes@firstumc.org  
 
Every year our church donates to a special need determined by the 
Annual Conference.   
 
Eighty percent (80%) of the 2010 Annual Conference Offering went to 
The United Methodist Church in Haiti to help in recovery from the 
earthquake in January and four hurricanes that struck in this, the poor-
est country in the western hemisphere, in 2009.  www.flumc2.org/
page.asp?PKValue=1677 
 
Twenty percent (20%) went to Florida Impact for the Partnership to 
End Childhood Hunger.  The Partnership, with more than 50 organiza-
tions, is committed to working collaboratively to make Florida the first 
state to end childhood hunger.  http://flimpact.org/partnership/
documents/2008/2008-TenPointPlan-Full.pdf.  The 2010 Annual Con-
ference Offering was over $108,000 from all the churches in the Flor-
ida Conference. 
 
Prayer Need :  Pray for the people of Haiti, the children of Florida, and 
those who contribute to this offering. 
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Florida Blood Services  
2315 Commerce Point Dr., Suite 150 

Lakeland, FL 33801 
www.fbsblood.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :  Agency Liaison :  
Dan Maloney Louis "Buzz" Wells 
Tel:  863-644-2225  Tel (Cell):  863-450-9733 
Email:  dan.maloney@publix.com Email:  bwells@fbsblood.org  
   
�
Florida Blood Services is the exclusive provider of blood to Lakeland 
Regional Medical Center along with servicing the five county  West 
Central Florida region of Polk, Pasco, Hillsborough, Pinellas and 
Manatee counties.  We can put a man on the moon, but we do not 
have a substitute for blood.  More than 38 hospitals and 80 ambula-
tory care centers count on FBS for whole blood, and blood products 
and services.  More than 750 pints of blood are collected every day, 
just to meet the needs in the Tampa Bay area. 
 
Service Opportunities :  Blood donations are always needed to aid 
those in our community who have a need for additional blood. 
 
Prayer Needs :  Pray for victims of illness and natural disaster who 
may be in need of this ministry. Also offer prayers of thanksgiving for 
blood donors and those who work in this field. 
 
Age Requirements :  Donors must be in good health, at least 16 
years old (16-year-olds may donate with parental permission. There is 
no upper age limit.) and weigh at least 110 pounds. 
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Florida United Methodist Children’s Home 
51 Children’s Way, Enterprise, FL 32725 

www.allchildrenfirst.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Liaison :  Agency Liaison : Stephen Hartsfield 
Bobby and Patsy Stokes Tel:   (386) 668-4774 x2222 
Tel:   863-686-1706 Email:  stephen.hartsfield@fumch.org 
Email:  pksstokes@gmail.com 
 
The Florida United Methodist Children’s Home, 30 miles north of Or-
lando,  was established as an orphanage in 1908, and by the 1950’s 
had changed its major emphasis to caring for abused, abandoned, 
neglected or dependent children who are residents of the State of 
Florida.   
 
Children live in one of thirteen cottages.  The home provides nurture, 
counsel, educational assistance and physical needs.  Religious life is 
vital to the Children’s Home.  There are forty two cottage parents and 
six therapists in addition to the administrative staff, tutors, support per-
sonnel and volunteers. 
 
Each year, on average, about 65-70% of their total funding comes 
from private sources. Strong church support enables the home to 
maintain its ministry of Christian commitment to children. 
 
Our church receives a SPECIAL OFFERING for the Florida United 
Methodist Children’s Home when there is a 5th Sunday in a 
month.  Offering envelopes are provided.  Also on the 5th Sunday, all 
Sunday School offerings go to the Children’s Home .  
 
Service Opportunities :  Donate to the Children’s Home on the 5th 
Sundays.  Take a tour of the Methodist Children’s Home. 
 
Prayer Needs :  (1) For the children, youth, and staff at the Children’s 
Home.  (2) For our congregations to remember the critically important 
work being done at the Children’s Home and for them to continue their 
support. 
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