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DOXA Youth and Handbell Choirs 
Summer Tour
Twenty-! ve members of the DOXA Youth and Handbell Choirs along with ! ve 
adults visited churches in Florida, Georgia and Tennessee on this year’s youth 

choir tour, June 6-12. For the ! rst time, the 
DOXA Youth Handbell Choir went on tour and 
played during the programs along with the sing-
ers. The tour began with the choir singing for 
three worship services at Killearn UMC in Talla-
hassee, after spending the night at the church. 
Later that Sunday the group travelled to Atlanta 
and performed at the Georgia United Method-

ist Children’s Home. The group sang and rang for 50 residents of the home in 
the beautiful, small chapel on the grounds. The residents really enjoyed the 
handbells which most of them had never seen or heard. After the concert the 
choirs joined the children’s home residents for 

pizza and fellowship.

The group spent two 
nights in the beautiful 
youth ministry facili-
ties at Roswell UMC. On 
Monday, they visited Six 
Flags and had a won-
derful time. Tuesday 
the youth travelled to 
Franklin, Tennessee where they again spent two nights 
at Franklin UMC. That evening the group went to the 

famous Grand Ol’ Opry in Nashville where they heard many current and former 
country music stars including Carrie Underwood, Trace Adkins and Charlie 
Daniels. On Wednesday, after a pancake breakfast and a game of laser tag, the 
youth visited several sites in Nashville including the Parthenon and a tour of 
the Upper Room Chapel at the United Methodist Board of Discipleship of!  ces 
which gave an opportunity for prayer and meditation. Later that evening the 
choirs performed for their hosts, the congregation of Franklin UMC. Thursday 
and Friday the group travelled back to Florida. 

Overall this year ’s tour was a wonderful experience for everyone involved. The 
youth were able to meet some former youth choir members including Andrew 
and Sarah Warren Miller, Nancy Hawthorne, and Jamie Kight. Perhaps the high-
light of the tour was singing and ringing at the children’s home. Although the 
audience was active during the concert, they really appreciated the youth per-
forming and joining them for dinner. It was certainly a real ministry moment 
for both groups. Thanks to First Church for supporting the DOXA Youth and 
Handbell Choirs, and especially the families of the youth who participated.

Long Range Planning Master 
Plan Underway

Your church, the First 
United Methodist 
Church of Lakeland, 
is growing"  In re-
sponse to the growth 
our church formed a 
Long Range Planning 
Committee in 2008, 

under the leadership of Lisa Hickey.  
That committee met throughout 2008 
and eventually proposed developing a 
Master Plan for facility and property 
use based on our current and antici-
pated ministry and mission needs.  
We also wanted to undertake this 
plan in dialogue with our neighbors, 
including the City of Lakeland, the 
Polk Museum of Art, the Library, the 
Neighborhood Association, the Junior 
League, Florida Southern College and 
others.  

The Master Plan process began with 
the hiring of SCMH (Architects) in 
partnership with Glatting Jackson 
(Land Use Planners)and Chastain 
Skillman (Surveyors).  There will be a 
number of data and opinion gathering 
sessions, meetings and presentations 
made to our congregation and key 
leaders over the next few months.  It 
is our plan to have a ! nal Master Plan 
by the end of this year.  

The ! nal plan will have drawings 
and a narrative of the Master Plan, 
project descriptions, square foot 
construction estimates and operating 
cost estimates.  We will also submit 
the Master Plan to the City of Lake-
land for Conditional Use Approval.  All 
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CD’s are available of all of our sermon 
series. Check with the Church Of! ce.

Duct Tape 
Fest Club Vert 
September 18
Calling ALL 6th – 8th graders for 
our September 18 Club Vert!  Our 
theme is “Duct Tape Fest” – besides 
time to get together with friends, 
there"s bound to be some crazy con-
tests, goofy races and games, and 
best of all door prizes!  Entrance 
fee is $3 per person, but you"ll need 
to bring along extra for the snack 
bar & concession stand and don"t 
forget to bring a friend along.  You 
may download the Club Vert reg-
istration form from the Summit 
Student Ministries website.

—In Memoriam—
Jennie Lee McAlpin

July 4

Evelyn S. Sprague
July 11

Herbert Leon Smith
July 16

Tracy Blackwell
July 17

Eva Katherine McNeely
July 19

T. Cooper Forehand, Jr.
August 9

Henrietta L. Materni
August 17

—Births—
Haylee Hope Marie Marsh

Adopted daughter of 
Tim & Rebecca Marsh

July 22

Annabelle Brooke Lindsey
Daughter & Wade & Kimberly Lindsey

July 24

Shelby Grace DePasquale
Daughter of Danny & 

Whitney Moorman DePasquale
July 30

—Baptisms—
Christopher James Serventi

Son of Gary & 
Shannon Nulph Serventi

July 12

Kelsi-Jo Lynn Ferguson
Daughter of Brett & 
Liz Maslyn Ferguson

July 19

Bryant Joseph Gard
Son of Cole & Carry Digby Gard

July 19

Seth Jacques Karr
Son of Jeff & Kim Karr

August 9

Madeline Elizabeth Coppolo
Daughter of Ben & Emily Coppolo

August 16

Noah Steven Campbell
Son of Reshika Phillips &

Scott Campbell
August 23

—Weddings—
Heather Ross & Sean Luce

July 11

Liliana Cruz & Geoff Hill
July 25

Amanda Curtis Dwyer & Brent Bell
August 15

--Recently Hospitalized--
Joe Clanton, Patty Gardner, 

Chuck Koehl, Taff Long, 
Peggy Matlock, Jim Miller, 

Virginia Parks, Helen Polland, 
Penny Schaw, Mary Smelt, 

Ruth Stewart, Margie Story, 
Trey Standifer, Car l Talcott

Joys & Concerns Write a 
Devotion for 
Our Advent 
Book
This year an Advent Devotional 
Booklet is planned, written by church 
members like YOU"   A brief memory 
or thoughtful message, with a scrip-
ture and a prayer can be submitted.   
To sign up to do a devotion or to ! nd 
out more information, contact Kathy 
Hubbs at jimkat65@msn.com or 665-
5658.  

(continued from from page)
of this will save us considerable money and time over the next 15-20 years as the plan unfolds.  From time to time 
you will be given the opportunity to share your opinion and to hear updates.  This is an exciting time for us as we 
plan well and consider the costs of growing this wonderful ministry.  Peace, David McEntire, Senior Pastor

First Sunday 
Food Drive
Don’t forget that next Sunday, Sep-
tember 6, is the day to bring your 
canned goods and paper items to the 
grocery carts located outside the wor-
ship areas, to bene! t Volunteers in 
Service to the Elderly (VISTE).  



First Church Fall Line up
First Church offers a variety of fall classes with many levels of study. No mat-
ter where you are in your faith journey, we have a class for you. Please read 
the Phoenix insert for our Wednesday classes as well as the ones listed below 
for other classes during the week. If you would like more information please 
call Carol Marsh at 686-3163 x 233 or the Christian Education Of! ce, 682-1912:

Sundays:
Disciple I: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study: 

August 30 - May 2, 5:00pm - 7:00pm, E3

With Open Hands: 
September 13 - October 25, 5:00pm - 6:30pm, Chapel

Parenting: The Early Years: 
September 13 - October 18, 5:00pm 6:30pm, E22

Financial Peace University: 
September 13 - December 6, 5:00 - 7:00pm, E5

Alpha:  
October 4 - December 6, 5:00pm - 7:00pm, E20

Fridays:
Invitation to John : 

September 18 - December 4, 9:30am - 11:00am, E4

Summer"s End Cook-out 
& Pool Party for Youth
Come on out on Sunday, September 6 for a summer"s end cook-out and pool 
party from 4:00 – 7:00pm at Bill, Judy and Bradley Hockensmith"s home.  
You can enjoy all the fun & fellowship for just $5 per person. All students in 
6th – 12th grades are welcome to join us for the evening.  Please sign up for 
this event on Sunday evenings at Summit or by calling Sandy in the youth 
of# ce so that there"ll be plenty of food for everyone. The Hockensmith"s 
address is 5771 Lake Victoria Drive. 

Rock the Universe  
September 12
On Saturday, September 12, we"ll head to Orlando 
via charter bus for 2009"s most exhilerating week-
end of Christian rock.  Saturday"s artists include: 
Third Day, Casting Crowns, TobyMac and many oth-
ers. Tickets may be purchased for $45. To partici-
pate in this fun event, pick up a registration form 
in the youth of# ce or download it from the youth 
website.  We will leave FUMC @ 3:00pm and return 
to FUMC @ 2:30am.  See the youth website for fur-
ther information.   

Our weekly gathering for grades 6-
12 meets each Sunday evening from 
5-7:30 in Building F.  There"s plenty 
of fun, food, friends, small groups 
and worship.  During September, we 
will look at the topic “Deep Founda-
tions.” Upcoming sessions include:
•Deep Foundations – Faith
•Deep Foundations – Community
•Deep Foundations – Character
•Deep Foundations - Justice

Welcome 
to the 
Summit

Dates to Remember:
October 1 

 Pumpkin Delivery Date

October 2-31  
Pumpkin Patch 

October 9 
‘Backwards Halloween" Club Vert

October 28  
Trunk or Treat Spooktacular

Don"t Miss Out
Visit our website for the 
lastest news, information 

and opportunities:
www.# rstumc.org.



You are Invited to Take the 
Connect Spiritual Gifts Class and 
Discover Your Spiritual Gifts
...and how those gifts can be used for God through your church"  This class will 
be offered on Sunday morning, September 13th, from 8:15 a.m. until noon.  
Many people have taken this class and found it to be fascinating and helpful.  
It is multi-media and fast paced.  The class will be held in Room F-1.  There’s 
no cost for the class.  Registration is needed to plan for materials and leader-
ship. Call 686-3163 ext 233  or email: cmarsh@! rstumc.org.

Our Giving Tree Bookstore
A volunteer’s meeting will be held for people interest-
ed in helping with our new bookstore, slated to open 
in mid-October. The meeting will be held in the Parlor 
at 7:00pm on Tuesday, September 8. This store will be 
completely run by volunteers, so lots of help will be 
needed"   For more information, contact Carol Marsh 
at 686-3163 ext 233 or Mary Anne Zimmerman at 680-
3211.   MARYANNE@THEZIMMERMANS.US

United Methodist Women
Next Meeting: Monday September 14, 
10:30am, Fellowship Center
We are very excited about the program, 
entitled, “PACE AROUND THE TABLE,” 
which will feature a special guest speaker, 
Angie Bettis, Executive Director of PACE 
Center for Girls, etc.  This organization 
assists pre-teens and teen age girls who are living in high risk environments.  
This Pace program helps girls stay out of, or not reenter the juvenile justice 
system.  Please join us for this educational program, followed by a luncheon 
and  a time of fellowship.  Child care is provided.  Reservations may be made 
through the circles, or call Zelma Daigle at 688-3689. 

After a restful summer break, we 
return to our scheduled meetings 
-- second Monday of each month.

Altar Flowers
The calendar for the 2010  # ower schedule is now open. We place two ar-
rangements in the Sanctuary and one in the Fellowship Center each Sunday. 
The arrangements in the Sanctuary are made into smaller arrangements and 
taken to our hospitalized members and friends on Monday mornings. The ar-
rangement from the Fellowship Center may be taken home by the donor after 
the Contemporary Worship Service. Each arrangment is a $35 donation. Call 
Maggie Trask in the church of! ce to reserve your Sunday.

Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Hurricane 
Relief Trip
Sign up now for the October 17-24 
mission trip to Waveland, Missis-
sippi for continued Hurricane Katrina 
relief. Persons of a variety of skill 
levels are needed.  The group will 
be staying at the Gulfside Assembly 
United Methodist facility, which is 
fully equipped.  Contact Audrey Lus-
sier at 701-9678 or AUDREYLUSSIER@
MSN.COM.   

Worship Services
8:15am, Traditional

Sanctuary

9:30am, Contemporary
Fellowship Center

11:00am, Traditional
Sanctuary

11:30am, Korean Worship
Chapel

Worship Highlights
Sunday, September 6

Living a LIfe That Matters: 
Living Well in a Stress Filled World

James 4:1-12
Rev. David McEntire

Holy Communion offered

Pecans Coming in November
The United Methodist Women will be selling pecans again this year.  They will 
be available the week of November 8 and will be sold at Phoenix and on 2 Sun-
days ($7.00).  They will also be available at Tracy’s Hair Design, 1211 S. Florida 
Ave. 

Learn a New 
Language
Sign language classes will begin Mon-
day, September 14 at 6:30pm in D1. 
There is no charge for this intergen-
erational class. Call Becky Petrie for 
information, 646-1884.



Prayers and Squares
Summer is pretty much over and it’s time for going back to school, going 
back home from vacation and….going back to quilting"  First United Method-
ist Church’s Prayers & Squares ministry is joyfully and prayerfully starting our 
third year of making and distributing prayer quilts. In the past two years, the 
Prayers and Squares group has created and given away 24 quilts to those in 
need of prayer. For those of you who are not familiar with this ministry, taking 
part in this group is very schedule friendly.  Washing, ironing, cutting and sew-
ing fabric can be done at home, and with meetings running on an average of 
twice a month (one evening meeting and one during the day) surely even the 
busiest can take part in this ministry at their convenience. If you don’t sew 
and would like a new way to meet people from the congregation, sign on as 
one of our rotating “Quilt Tying Supervisors,” and meet and greet those who 
stop by the quilt tying table between services on Sunday mornings.  The fol-
lowing days and times are meetings we have planned so far. All meetings are 
in E5:

At our ! rst meeting on September 3 we will be taking stock of our remaining 
quilts, assembling quilt kits and, as usual, having a great time. We do so hope 
you will join us"  Contact Linda McNabb for more information or to volunteer 
at  619-7613 or  bruce.linda.mcnabb@gmail.com.

Evening meetings. 7:00 – 8:30pm 
September  3, October 1, November 5   

Day meetings, 1:00pm - 3:30pm
September 16, October 21, November 18

We Are Ready 
for A New Look
We are ready to update our newslet-
ter and the way we communicate 
with our readers and congregation. 
The ! rst edition of First Connections 
will be mailed October 7 and will 
then be mailed the ! rst Wednesday of 
each month. An ‘enewsletter’ will be 
emailed every week with opportuni-
ties and information. Announcements 
will continue to be in the bulletin as 
well. Please help us by sending us 
your current email address at info@
! r stumc.org or call Lea Ellen DeWitt, 
686-3163. 

United Methodist 
Women’s Circle Meetings
Tuesday, September 1
%11-12  10:00am Parlor

Thursday, September 3
%16  7:00pm  E-5

Saturday, September 12
%17  9:00am  Parlor

Monday, September 14
%3  9:30am  Fellowship Center
%15  9:30am  Aldersgate House
%1  9:30am  D-1
General Meeting/Lunch, 10:30am, Fellowship Center

Wednesday, September 16
%16  1:00pm  E-5

Friday, September 25
%18  9:30am  1207 Valley Hill Dr.

Monday, September 28
Executive Board, 9:30am, E-4

Tuesday, September 29
%5  9:30am  660 Osprey Landing Dr.

Circles NOT meeting in September: 10, 13, 6, 7

What is a 
Columbarium? 
A Columbarium is a group of ‘niches’ 
which contains the cremains of the 
departed. First Church constructed 
the ! rst part of our Columbarium in 
1994. Since then we have added two 
sections and have just added another 
two making a total of ! ve sections. 
Section I is ! lled, Sections II and III 
are mostly reserved (with a few on 
the bottom rows still available. Sec-
tion IV and V have just been con-
structed. Each section contains 153 
niches. A niche in the Columbarium 
is modest in cost, liturgically satisfy-
ing and of course, ecologically sound. 
The quiet design of our Columbarium 
invites solitary contemplation and 
mediation; a gathering place for 
families and loved ones to assemble 
in prayer, love and remembrance 
creating a consoling link between life 
and death. Everyone who is a member 
of First Church and their immedi-
ate families may purchase a niche. 
Each niche is $500 which includes the 
canister for the cremains, the name 
plaque and the interment (when the 
cremains are placed in the niche). If 
you have questions or would like to 
purchase a niche, see Maggie in the 
Church Of! ce, 686-3163. 
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Help Is Only a Phone Call Away
First Church is proud to offer a team of professionally trained members to help those experiencing different struggles 
and crises. This ministry will refer a Stephen Minister to you to help you on a one to one basis. They will listen to you, 
pray for you and guide you as long as necessary at no cost. We have many hurting mem-
bers who are experiencing struggles such as depression, loss of jobs, loss of loved ones, 
separation, divorce, terminal illness and much more. But the good news is that you don’t 
have to walk through it alone. It only takes a phone call to Alyce Walker, 709-1449 or to 
Maggie Trask in the Church Of! ce, 686-3163 x 218 to get help. Please don’t wait. Making 
that ! rst call is the hardest step in receiving help. We are here for you" (Everything in 
Stephen Ministry is con! dential).


