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love my car.® @l adore that

actor.® @She is my hero.° 2 worship the
ground you walk on.° 21 could not exist
without my cell phone.°

Our comments of adoration
are given out easily and quickly. If we
take these accolades at face value then
there are many things we place as high
priority, even necessary in our lives.
People, possessions and places take on
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increasing importance. It's not hard to
see why some are seriously distraught
when someone leaves or something
breaks. We live vicarious lives when
simply being near a famous or popular
person makes us feel important. Yet we
hunger for these opportunities.

God is quite clear about the
dangers of placing people, places and
possessions as our focus of worship.
aYou shall have no other gods before
me,° the commandment states. God
knows the dangers of worshiping those
things which over time wear out and
cease to exist. There is one Eternal,
whom we are called to love with all our
mind, heart, soul and strength. God
is to be the center and sole object of
our worship. To interject something or
someone else as our idol pushes God
farther away in our own lives. To not
place God as the sole and unbridled One
whom we worship, drains us. We find
our time and energy wasted on things
and persons who disappoint, fail and die.

e®®®°° .. a publication of

f i t First United Methodist Church

72 Lake Morton Drive
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Lakeland, FL 33801
LAKELAND, FL

863.686.3163 - www.firstumc.org

THE DEADLINES FOR SUBMITTING
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE 2010
FIRST CONNECTION MONTHLY:
Deadline for receiving articles to be printed

is the first day of the previous month.
Send your articles

to Maggie Trask at
news@firstumc.org
or leave them in her
mailbox in the main
office. Notices of
births, deaths and
weddings should be
given to Lynn
(Isangster@firstumc.
org) or may be left in
the main office.

Classes, events and groups are open to all;
church membership or affiliation are not
required for participation.
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Seldom in life does, what appears as a riot,
become a worship service. Yet, last Friday night, the !rst
day of October, this is what happened at Branches United
Methodist Church in Florida City. Unbeknownst to us,

a week prior, the Miami Vineyard Community Church

of Kendall, Florida was doing a series on Radical-ness.
The theme from this past week was 2Radical Generosity°
As the leaders of the church prayed about what God

was calling them to do that week in worship, they were
inspired to give ALL their 0"ering that Sunday to Building
Up Branches. The pastor, Rev. Kevin Fisch 2
sent a word out to the congregation to be
prepared to give on Sunday; he didn't tell
them to what they would be giving until the
arrived at church that morning. Between
Sunday and Wednesday, their church raise
$80,377.03.

Many churches or persons would
simply mail in this check, yet, Pastor Kevin was intentional
in telling his congregation not to Facebook, tweet, or tell
anyone about the money they had collected because he
wanted the whole congregation to go and hand deliver
the check. So, Friday after cleaning peanut butter 0" my
face from a crazy youth game, | came out of our remaining
building to !nd police cars at the corner of our property. |
Irst thought we were
receiving a noise
violation and then
| looked down the
other side of the road
and saw 500 people
walking towards
our tent. My second
immediate thought
was that there was

ariotand |
wondered
how we
were going
to protect
the 100
youth
that were there
at youth group that
night. | rushed back to the tent
at the same time as the crowd, only to
'nd familiar faces from Miami Vineyard (as they
have come down every year to host a fall festival
at our church). Next, | saw guitar players, singers,
and drummers setting up instruments on the stage.
Then, Pastor Kevin invited Kim and | to come up on
the stage and receive a gift from God. Their act of
giving was indeed generous, but what was even
more radical was the way that they
gave the gift. One quarter of the
congregation cleared their calendar
and traveled thirty minutes south
on a Friday night to worship with us
and shower us with God's blessings.
That night we all gave thanks to
God and Branches UMC gave thanks
to the hands and feet of Christ,
Miami Vineyard Community Church. Yet, as a church
we didn't know how quite to respond.

On World Communion Sunday as we
focused on the United Methodist 2imagine No
Malaria® campaign, it became clear that we must
give ALL our o"ering to the !ght to end Malaria in
Africa. We didn't raise $80,000, but we did raise $751
to pay forward. Since the !re we have been blessed
and were delighted that we could be a blessing. We
can't wait until the day we rebuild our playground
and can give the playground given by First UMC
Lakeland away to other churches and organizations
that do not have playgrounds# What a gift to be a
part of what God is doing in this world# Thank you to
all of you for your constant prayers and support#

Contact Rev. Warren at:audrey.warren@-eumc.org




Called To Serve

by Rev. Lee Lallance

Feeling called to serve First UMC in 1976, Terry and the Contemporary Worship service regularly, loves
Bettye Hunter have creatively used their gifts and talents in listening to music and is greatly missed when he
service to God and His church. This family has, through the doesn't make it to church.
years, truly shown in so many ways what commitment and When asked what calling meant to Bettye

calling are really about. The diversity of ministri
they have felt called to serve during the past 34
years are as varied as the church itself. From c
and other music activities, to the Long Range
Planning Committee, the Searcher Sunday Scho
class, to Trustees, UMCOR, the Fine Arts Comm
to after school programs, teaching preschool anc
elementary Sunday School, serving on the Churt
and Society Work Area.

A big part of their family is their 32 year
old son, Brantley, a special needs individual, wh
is also well known and loved around First UMC.
Brantley grew up in this church, has attended

she quickly shared that when she was twelve
years old in the seventh grade Sunday
School class, her teacher explained that we
are to be 2Doers of the Word® The teacher
presented a pin to each student in the class
signifying that message and she still wears
that pin today as a reminder of her calling to
be in ministry to others.

Holy Commitment Becomes Habit

Oct 9, 1995: Our *rst Contemporary Worship service and the beginning of a long journg
for two faithful servants. Paul and Marcia Alley were active volunteers every Sat morni
helping set up the Social Hall for Sun morning.

Feb. 10, 1998: A ere rendered the Social Hall uninhabitable. Did th"
guench these serants' enthusiasm? No! Paul and Marcia embrace
¥ then-pastor Riley Short's watchword, 2We're burned out, but sred ug
“ & They worked with a crew who turned the Gym into a worship space
| every Sat, then cleared the room after worship for Mon basketball.
| was hard work, but they did it with joy.

Dec 24, 2000: First services in the newly-constructed Fellowship Center.
Paul and Marcia were on the job, helping create an atmosphere of hospitality and holiness in the large
room.

Nov 2010: After 15 years, Paul and Marcia are
still here every Sat, checking registration pads, preparing refreshment
tables, straightening entrance counters, hanging banners, coordinating
Communion elements and servers, and whatever else is needed.
Why do they come week after week, year after year? Marcia sd
do it because | love God and | love this church + that's the only reason?
says, 2After all these years, it's become a habit and we just don't do anyt
else on Sat until we get it done®
Along the way, others have faithfully committed their time to thi
ministry: Mary Ann Schwitters specializes in altar arrangements, and C i‘\
Gavin and John Yarbrough set out refreshments and clean up every Surg
There are a few people doing all these jobs so hundreds of people can
a joyful worship experience. If you would like to help by working one Sa
month, contact Lynn, 863-686-3163x219, Isangster@erstumc.org.




Dear Friends,

| wish to speak candidly with you and share my thoughts on my faith commitment to God
and the church. From early on, | remember being told about the great love that God has for me.
knowledge has shaped me and formed me throughout my life. The fact that | am loved by none el '
than God has sustained me during the hardest of times and has allowed me to celebrate those tim \\ ‘
great joybboth as God's good gift to me. The knowledge that there is no place that | can go ($ee) from
the presence of God brings me the greatest of comfort and peace. Because of this wonderful knowledge, | have responded to
God's gracious presence and love by seeking to know God and discover who God would have me be. | have come to see that
this relationship is made most fully possible through Jesus Christ. Because of Christ, the pathway to God has been made clear.
There is nothing standing in the way. All | need to do is turn toward God and allow God's 0"ering of graceful love to pour out
upon me. In return, | have entrusted the whole of my life to God; for as God has reached out to me through his grace, the only
response that makes any sense is to 0"er all of myself in return.

Early in our marriage, Steve and | made the commitment to tithe. At !rst we tithed because it seemed the right'
thing to do. And surely itis. But, as time has gone on, it's not just because tithing is ‘right, but because it has become our
joyful response to God's love. Oh, sure, every year there are budgets to support and ministry to help make happen, but over
time there became this dawning reality that we have truly seen God at work through our giving. | share this with you for no
other reason than to give witness to the wonderful presence of God's loving activity in our lives, my life and in the world. As
we approach this time of committing ourselves and our resources to God in the next few weeks at First UMC, | invite you to
pray about your responsebnot to the budget, not to the church, but to God's love that has been poured out upon your very
life# Thanks be to God for His great lowegithfully, Rev. June Edwards

American ldols

by Russ Rhoads

So, what are American Idols? In Webster's

Dictionary, an idol is 2any object of ardent or excessive

= devotion or admiration® In our society
| we are very susceptible to idolatry. We
even have a show called 2American

4 Idol® In our quest to seek happiness

/N and ful'llment we are tempted to

1INl | worship money, possessions, careers,
/ i @\ sports teams, athletes, entertainers,
/ ( \ alcohol, drugs, pornography, television
i /| or anything that becomes our priority
in life. God wants us to have balance in our lives and He
realizes we have obligations and responsibilities. However,
everything we do and say must be from the perspective that
God is !rst in our lives and God is our American Idol, not the
things of the world.

In Exodus 20:35 God commands, 2Thou shalt have
no other gods before me. Thou shalt not bow down thyself
to them nor serve them? Clearly, God does not want us to
idolize anything or anyone that takes priority over Him in our
lives.

Are there American Idols in your life that you
worship before God? How are you devoting your time and
how does this idolization a"ect your relationship with Jesus
Christ?

If we are to place God !rst in our lives and worship
Him only as our American Idol, how do we prepare ourselves
to accomplish that goal and become more like Christ?

Who is your American ldol? Choose Jesus#



Will You Help

by Sandy Stringfellow

Think back to those family evening meals + each member
of the family helped set the table, carry in bowls and platters,
cleared and cleaned up. When | was a tiny tot, my job was to
place the napkins. How carefully | folded them + each in a unique
shape as | recall + and placed at each plate. It was my special
touch.

For the past several years I've been blessed to serve as the
Holiday Assistance Coordinator with Neighborhood Ministries.
The many wonderful sponsors and the recipients have become a
second family to me and this has become my special job within
the family.

When | first became a sponsor back in the day, it was
just Christmas gifts for the children and youth attending
Neighborhood. Through the leadership of Directors Corey Jones
and Rebekah Krahe, that mission field has grown and grown!
Holiday Assistance now provides gifts for children as well as
food boxes at Thanksgiving and Christmas. And not just for
Neighborhood Ministries attendees + we reach out to help
children within our church and local community.

Wow! Just writing that astounds me! Each year the numbers
grow exponentially. Corey, Rebekah, and | sit down each year
to discuss how to best give the season to God * and each year,
somehow, God provides just enough. When the calls start
coming in that second week of December and I'm running low
on sponsors, God provides.

As | call the parent or guardian of these precious children
each year it's a mini reunion. They tell me how the child or teen is
doing in school or a sport. | listen to the trials and joys of the past
year and often | will pray with them after taking the Christmas
lists. Whatever the situation, they love their kids. Many apologize
for having to ask for help one more year and that breaks a bit
of my heart. | still hang up each and every phone call saying a
prayer for that family, often of thanksgiving for the blessings they
are to me.

Oh, and the sponsors! How | love those family members
who reach out to help those in need! They are so excited to get
their assigned families and often call or e-mail after they have
shopped to tell me the special gifts they've found. Often they
will take their children shopping with them and later tell me of
the teaching moments that provides. When the wrapped gifts
come in, | know those sponsors worked hard to wrap each gift
so carefully. The hardest part for the sponsors, and for me, is not
getting the opportunity to see those precious little faces as they
open their gifts. But | trust that God uses each gift, large or small,
in a mighty way.

Set the Table?

Well, the holidays are coming again. Will you join the family?
Now is the time to sign up for your special task. There are so many
ways that you or your small group can help. These are just a few:

* Volunteer to sponsor a family (usually 1 + 3 children / youths
but several families have 6 * 8 children!) with Christmas gifts. You'll
receive a list of sizes and general interests. You'll shop, wrap, and
drop off gifts at the church for your family.

* Prepare a food box with staples to feed a family of five for a
week.

* Together with your own family or small group, prepare
several food boxes.

* Bring one or more gift cards from Publix or WalMart to
Neighborhood Ministries. These are used to supplement the food
boxes so families can purchase perishables and for last minute gift
needs.

* Volunteer to come in one or more mornings to sort food
boxes. Several area food drives have designated Neighborhood
Ministries as a recipient during November and December and
sorters are always needed!

As we anticipate Ged providing for and blessing those in
need, will you join oupeht{;@'s_spiritfled outreach and help set the

table? s \i(“\

LOOKINGAHEAD
A2aClubhouse Christmas® will be held
Tues, Dec 7, 6:15pm in the Fellowship Center




Operation Christmas Child

by Linda English

Each year at this time my family looks forward
to participating in the Operation Christmas Child project.
Before the many activities and events of the Christmas
season begin to consume us, we take time to remember the
children around the vorld who !'nd the joy of Christmas in
a simple gift-!lled shoe box delivered to them b@peration
Christmas Child

My daughter, Emily and I, love to shop for gifts to
put in the boxes, like school supplies, hygiene items and
small toys. We then wrap our shoe boxes in brightly-colored
Christmas paper and determine whether each box is suitable
for a boy or girl and the appropriate age. Most important,
we pray for the child who will receive our gift.

Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has brought
joy and hope to children in desperate situations around
the world by delivering these shoe boxes. Last year alone,
over eight million boxes were delivered to children in more
than 100 countries. For many children, this was the !rst gift
they ever received. More than a shoe box !lled with gifts,
however, these boxes are !lled with hope and the message
of God's love.

People of all ages can patrticipate in this simple
hands on mission project. Itis a wonderful activity for
families to do together. It's amazing what a simple gift-!lled
shoe box can do for a child in need. It can put a smile on a
face. It can make a child feel loved. It can even bring lasting
joy into di" cult circumstances.

Whose life will your shoe box change this year?

FUMC will be participating i®©peration Christmas Child

this year and you have the opportunity to be a part of this
outreach. Pick up a descriptive lea#et with full details of
what to put in your box, from the Information Tables, or take
a look at theOperation Christmas Chileb pages: http://
www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC/index/ then bring
your shoebox to church on Sun, Nov 7 or 14.

Joys & Concerns

IN MEMORIAM

Lockard Benton Morgan May 27
Frances H. Sammons Sept 3
Helen “Toni' Bagley Sept 4
Harold E. Buell Sept 5
Bill Harrison Sept 25
WEDDINGS!
Alicia Walker & Patrick Haysbrook Sept 18
Katie Kenny & Josh Bailey Sept 25
Nicole Lewandowski & Aaron Marsh Sept 25
BIRTHS
Caiden Andrew Kopilash Aug 29
Son of Mike & Lauren Powell Kopilash
Madeleine Elizabeth Jazwiecki Sept 5
Daughter of Jim Jazwiecki & Joanna Curtis
Hayden Joshua Marsh Sept 8
Son of Tim & Rebecca Marsh
Emma Grace Hammerberg Sept 11

Daughter of Eddie Hammerberg & Julie Surface
BAPTISMS

Wes Sizemore Lehman Sept 19
Son of Hans & Tori Lehman

Jesse Andrew Anderson Sept 19
Son of Tim & Joyce Anderson

Jacob Anthony Losch Sept 26
Son of Phil & Kristen DeWitt Losch

Jay'than LaVale Burns Sept 26

Son of Star-Jay Burns

Pleaseprayforourpeopleinthemilitary:
Jason Acosta, Josh Adlesperger, Benjamin Baughman, John
Branch, Jake Carroll, Mason Crawford, Nick Demas, Brittany Duke,
Andy Eason-McGill, Jeremy Greaf, Wayne Grimes, Kurtis Hahn,
Bryan Hoover, Alex Jameson-Lee, Regan Jones, Michael Matzke,
Zan Miller, Hunter Misner, Beaux Mustin, Candace Obeginski, Kati
Parker, Stephen Paull, Michael Ratliff, David Roberts, Jim Robinette
11, Niles Ruthven, James Sanders Ill, Chase Sargeant, Sam Sargeant,
Dawn & Rob Scott, Jeff Singletary, Judy Smith, Bryan Spark, Nathan
Stepek, Kevin Stockman, Garrett Taylor, Ty Taylor, Rachael Stepek
Turner, Dennis Unger Jr, Darren Walls, Adam Walser, Jeff Whee-
lis, Charles Yeager, Rob Yost. Please report changes: LSangster@
firstumc.org, or 686-3163x219. 6



Putting Jesus into Your Life

by Julie Bowne

In Aug, Pastor David McEntire shared a
story about some middle school students who were
questioned about people's views on Christianity. The
responses from the students seemed so disappointing,
and certainly did not re!ect how | want my children to
feel about being a Christian. | was curious how my son,
Justin, would respond, even though he was only six
years old. | tried to recall a few of the questions from the
sermon and decided to present them to Justin:

Me: Justin, what is a Christian?
Justin:  Someone who believes in God and when you
put Jesus into your heart.

Me: Is being a Christian exciting?
Justin:  Yeah

Me: Why?

Justin: Because it makes you happy inside.
Me: What about when you are scared?

Justin:  You know Jesus is near you.

Wow" His answers were so refreshing” Being
a Christian is when you 2put® Jesus into your heart. |
would have probably answered when you 2ask® Jesus
into your heart, but Justin knows all you
have to do is put Him there and He is wit
you all the time.

Over the last few years, | have
learned more than | ever anticipated from
Justin. Last year, | made a commitment
to volunteer at Route 66 (now SPLASH)
on Sunday nights. When | dedicated
my Sunday calendar to this part of the

S |

Children's Ministry program, | did not anticipate his
young faith to mature so quickly.

As | relect back on Justin's answers, | realize that
he has gained a deeper understanding to a large degree
because of the children's programs at First UMC.

In the spring, Theresa challenged every child to bring

a Bible one evening (to get a prize, of course). Justin
insisted that morning that 2Mrs. Theresa said the Bible
had to be our own? not one just o# the shelf at our
house. So, only hours before the Sunday evening
program began, Justin and | were at the Family Christian
Bookstore picking out a Bible. Justin proudly walked in
that night and showed Theresa a slim and sleek Bible that
was his. Night after night before bed, Justin requested
that we read from his Bible. Whereas my Bible might
have stayed on the shelf a bit longer, my son's was being
used every day. It soon dawned on me--my spiritual
growth became an extension of the Children's Ministries.
Justin reminded me of the °happy® feeling you get inside
when you dig into The Word. He helped me put Jesus
into my daily life again. Noah asked Justin to read 2this
book? the Bible, because he did not know how to read,
yet. Justin is showing Noah how to look up books from
the Table of Contents (which he learned during Sunday
night programming). Noah became another extension of
our Children's Ministries that day""

Today, | challenge you to put your faith
back into your hearts and lives through
the ministries of First UMC. | challenge
_ you to support them with your prayers,

‘ your presence, your time, and your

. pledges, so we can continue to be an

. extension of Christianity where people
$nd happiness again.
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LeecMhereGodSends

by Jill Martinez

Question: Who is the gal with the fabulous wardrobe,
beautiful skin, bright eyes, and a sgure that is as t as the
twenty and thirty-something mothers who bring their
3-year- olds to Sunday School?

Answer: Dr. Rosita Martinez

When you hear the sound of high heels amble
past your Sunday School classroom, it is Rosita who is
getting juice for her Pre-school 3 Sunday School class.
Her class? Well, not as the main teacher. She is there
every year as an Assistant, greeting your little cherubs
with her enthusiastic smile, clever wit and loving arms.
She has been volunteering in this 3-year-old class since
the 705. Now, that's dedication!

With her melodious accent, she is the "rst
person to scoop up your child, compliment their
clothing, and tell them how wonderful they are. Do you
know why she does this? Because she means it! She
truly sees the beauty in each child and recognizes their
individual potential.

8A Call to Serve® doesn't necessarily mean that
we have to drop everything and join the Peace Corps. It
can mean using the gifts that God gave us during daily
and immediate opportunities. This is what | see, most of
all, in this extraordinary woman whom | have known for
18 years.

Rosita uses her unique God given talents to
help others every day. She has been teaching children
of all ages about what they need for the present and
the future. On her television show in Orlando, she
made young children feel good about learning a new
language. During her career as a Dean at Valencia
Community College, she personally took care of details
for each student, and boldly cut through any red
tape that stood in the way of a student's future. As a
professor of Spanish at FSC, she currently "nds joy and
challenge in nurturing the college students of the 21st
century. She takes interest in her students beyond the
classroom to make sure that they are on the right track.

Thanksgiving at First UMC

Thanksgiving Dinner

Rosita serves
others in a fearless
way. She doesn't
let intimidating
circumstances (or
people) get in the way
of what she believes is
the right thing to do for
others. She has taken
many chances, such as
moving to a country
where she did not speak
the language in order
to "nd political and religious freedom for her family. Her
dauntless actions, sometimes at a risk to her personal life,
bring positive results. Her whole adult life has been dedicated
to children and young adults. Teaching them, and "ghting for
them. With tough love and generous hands, she has done this
for her own children, grandchildren, countless children at the
church and at the schools where she served as teacher and
administrator.

We all received the gift of knowing her son 2Pepe®,
who used his talents to serve others as a physician and
through civic duty. Her daughter, Nena, serves her church in
Tallahassee with di#erent talents than her mother, but she
learned to #Just do it° from her parents when she wanted to
reach out through mission work. Her daughter, Charilyn, has
been guided to serve others as a Pediatrician in Miami. Jose
and Rosita reared three children who learned to focus on how
their talents could serve themselves and others.

If you ever mention to Rosita that you have always
wanted to do @something® whatever that might be, her
immediate response is, 2What are you waiting for?° Rosita
doesn't wait. She jumps at opportunities to do 23something®
Thank you, Rosita! You inspire everyone who knows you. The
children of FUMC are fortunate to bene"t from your service,
starting at the age of three. What ARE you waiting for?

Let's be FEARLESS, like Rosita.



Memorial Gifts

Gifts to First UMC may be given in memory of a deceased loved one. A memorial gift shows thoughtful
support for a ministry that was important to your family member or friend. When giving a memorial gift, the

remembered person®©s family will receive a written acknowledgement of your gift.

Don Bailey
Lorene Schneider
Bill and Ann Griffith
Frances Haupert

Hope Bailey
Dr. J. Keith and Ann Hilliard
Lionel and Margaret Auger
Karen Hardin
Jessie Bailey
Mary Louise Bailey
Bill and Ann Griffith
Micro Medical Instruments
Peggy Murphy
James and Susan Pickering
Pamela Gilman Turner
Eugene and Judi Roberts
Robert and Jane Burnette
Production Partners, Inc.
Keith Truesdell
Frances Haupert
Lena Taylor
Beatrice Wilson
Nicholas and Glenda Bailey

Toni Bagley
The Bagley Family Trust

Jim Green
Anna Clare Green

Pete Haupert
Frances Haupert

Mabel Holmes
Mary Wheeless

Sta!ord Hopwood
Gregory and Sandi Olusczak

Chuck Koehl
Integral Development, LLC

Henrietta Materni
John Materni

Rev. J. Arthur Padgett
Betty Albury
Alice Conibear
U.K. Custred
Dr. Ben and Janice Wade
David and Polly Caldwell
Jelerson and Amy Spurlock
Steve and Patrice Stewart
Harold and Betty Spears

Hazel Somers
Bill and Doris Oates

Carl Talcott

Todd and Susan Colegrove
Winona Kirby

Ashland Farm, LLC

Richard and Kathleen Talcott
Carl and Lucia Forthofer
Beverly Grizzle

Philip and Ann Horning
Richard and Lois Sabino
Sara Brewer

North Florida Financial Corp.
Julie Markley

Joni Novotnak

Nancy Panko

Judith Reinbold

Gail Christman

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Powel
R.C. and N.P. Talcott

Betty Tsatiris

Behe Funeral Home, Inc.
Charles McMillan

Bill Wasson

Dr. Ben and Janice Wade
Betty Albury

U.K. Custred

Mary Lee Lanik

Carolyn Meitzler
Emogene Koontz

If you are interested in giving a memorial or tribute gift in the name of a loved one you may send your donation to: First

UMC, 72 Lake Morton Drive, Lakeland, FL 33801; or for more info, call Harriet Mayes, Church Administrator, 863-686-3163.



K E\for contacts for ads

Contact:

1 Carol Marsh 686-3163 x233  cmarsh@firstumc.org

2 Lynn Sangster 686-3163 x219  Isangster@firstumc.org
3 Theresa Reiter 682-1912 x226 treiter@firstumc.org

4 Corey Jones 686-3163 x242  cjones@firstumc.org

5 Sylvia Zahner 686-3163 x238  szahner@firstumc.org
6 LeacEllen 686-3163 Idewitt@firstumc.org

7 Warren Pattison  682-1912x227 wpattison@firstumc.org
8 Maggie Trask 686-3163 x218  mtrask@firstumc.org

Done in a Day

YEEHAW! HELP AT THE ANNUAL FALL PICiilBe
Higgenbotham's Ranch, Sat, Nov 6, 3-7pm. Contact Emily,
gueenofkd@yahoo.com

VISTEneeds volunteers to deliver turkey dinners to 1,100
elderly clients on Wed, Nov 24. Contact, ashley@viste.org,
863-284-0828.

MAKE THIS YOUR SMALL GROUP SERVICE PRO{#&zih.
fruit and vegetables for the Society of St. Andrew. Various areas
of the state through the end of the year. Contact Barbara Sayles,
Director of St. Andrew, 407-650-1956 or 863-224-0472.

SHARE THE HOSPITALITY OF CHRISBunday School
Luncheon host. 1.5 hours one Sunday per year (7)

SUPPORT MISSIONS BY BUYING PECHIS the United
Methodist Women. Pecans will be available in 20ur Giving
Tree® Bookstore & giftshop beginning the first of Nov.

911 Urgent Needs

THANKSGIVING FOOD HELRSsist through our
Neighborhood Ministry. Provide a box of food to feed a
family of 5 (4).

SUNRISE COMMUNITY IS IN NE&fvolunteers to answer
phones and do some light filing and shredding at the
Highland City Day program and Lakeland Office. Contact
Ashley, 863-644-6800.

PRAY FOR CELEBRATE JESiitSion, which will be at our
church this summer. Be praying about your own involvement
in reaching out to our immediate neighborhood. (1)

TOYS FOR TOT8eeds volunteers through Dec to sort, pack
and pickup toys as well as answer phones. George Overstreet,
863-646-4654.

LAKELAND VOLUNTEERS IN MEDICIhgeds clerical
people who would like to help process prescriptions.
Orientations sessions provided. Kim Katsaras,
863-688-5846x116.

Handy Persons
HABITAT HOUSE VOLUNTEER&:ded Sat and weekdays. Joe
Dionisi, 863-686-5992.

HANDY PEOPLE NEEDED FOR FIRST UMe@rsly Hands
ministry, assisting those in need with minor home repairs. Be on
call. (2)

Donations Needed

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILB+#pare a box to bring
Christmas joy to a child in another part of the world. For directions on
how to pack a shoe box, http://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/
OCClindex/ or stop by the office and pick up an instruction brochure
with a label. Collection dates: Nov 7 and 14 at the church.

CHILDREN'S CLOTHES CLOSIe#&ds donations of new and

gently worn school uniforms + all sizes, new (in package) underwear
and socks = all sizes. Jeans, pants, shorts of all sizes. Gently used girls'
sizes 2-4, especially size 2 shirts. Boys sizes 12 months and 2-3. Bring
to church office.

DONATE CELLULAR PHONHESK CARTRIDGES AND MP3/
IPODS# in any condition! Bring to church office for collection. Income
goes to MISSIONS.

Care Ministries

VISITand check on homebound members once a quarter. (2)

FLOWER DELIVERW¥nce a month on a Mon + afternoon or
evening. Deliver a pre-made flower arrangement and a smile to
hospital patients. (2)

Community Presence

Are you a volunteer? Get on record as representing First UMC in

our community! Let Carol Marsh know if you volunteer with these
ministries: Anchor House, A Woman's Choice Health Center, Good
Shepherd Hospice, Habitat for Humanity, Lakeland Regional

Medical Center, Lighthouse Ministries, Lakeland Volunteers in
Medicine (LVIM), Noah's Ark of Central Florida, Society of St. Andrews,
Sunrise Community, Talbot House Ministries, Toys Fats or VISTE.

Craftsmanship

DO YOU KNOW HOW TO KNIT OR CROCH#«Efrayer shawl
ministry is beginning. Work from home or join a group that meets at
the church. (1)
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8:15am Traditional Sanctuary
9:30 am Contemporary Fellowship Center

11:00 am Traditional Sanctuary
11:20 am eleven20 Fellowship Center
11:30 am Korean Chapel

Senior Pastor
Executive Pastor
Associate Pastor
Korean Ministry
Minister of Discipleship
Minister of Fine Arts
Minister with Students
Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care
Pastor of Visitation
Contemporary Worship Leader
eleven2Music Leader
Church Administrator
Adult Ministries Director
Children's Ministries Director
Corey Jones Neighborhood Ministries Director
Cherry McClellan Preschool Ministries Director
Rebekah Krahe  Neighborhood Ministries Assoc. Director
Matthew H. Corl  Organist/Associate Director of Music
Andrea Payne Student Ministries Associate Director
Lynn Sangster Pastors' Assistant
Maggie Trask Administrative Assistant
Lea Ellen DeWitt Church Receptionist
Martha Van Arsdall Christian Education Ministries

Rev. David McEntire
Rev. June Edwards
Rev. Andy Oliver
Rev. Kyu Seok Shin
Rev. Carol Marsh
Rev. Lee Lallance
Rev. Kirk Dana

Rev. David Brazelton
Rev. Bill Fraker
Rev. Paul Dickinson
Dr. Waite Willis

Matt Gross

Harriet Mayes
Warren Pattison

Theresa Reiter ) ] ] ]
If you have an article or topic you would like to see addressed in

First Connections, send it to: news@firstumc.org.

Coming in December

Advent Workshop - Dec 1

Sandy Matzke
Eleanor Powner
Vesta Foster
Heather Hansen
Sylvia Zahner
Mike Stasiak
Mary Ann Schwitters
Nancy McEntire
George Ward
Darryl O'Gorman
Scott Brooks
Carol Chastain
Patrick Haysbrook
Dennis Mohler
NEVASEU]IC

Mike Yevchak

Student Ministries
Accounting Services
Accounting Services
Accounting Services

Music Ministries
Kitchen Ministry
Kitchen Ministry
Kitchen Ministry

Kitchen Ministry

Property Manager

Assistant Property Manager

Service Staff
Service Staff
Service Staff
Service Staff
Service Staff

Make 'n Take - Dec 4

A Clubhouse Christmas - Dec 7

Many Moods Fine Arts Concert - Dec 12
Preschool Christmas Program - Dec 13
Christmas Eve Worship Services - Dec 24
Christmas Day - Dec 25

Church O!ces Closed - Dec 27, 28

For more information, visit



